





Sitting or standing in a semicircle behind the camera, some twenty peo- 
ple were waiting, as if for a curtain to rise. When Fellini said: “Sound!” 
they immobilized themselves in their folding chairs or on their blocks of 
wood. Sandra did the last shot of the sequence without interruption. Her 
last speech—‘“Guido, why do you stay with me? Guido, tell me the truth” 
—miraculously soared above the melodramatic. By now we know the lines 
by heart and yet, with every take, we are moved, deeply, as if it were a 
completely new experience. The motion picture does have these instants of 
intimate rapport between the actor and those who are present at the filming: 
moments as charged with electricity as any in the theater. 

In the next take, Guido answers Carla, bringing on the fantasy of La 
Saraghina: “Because you’re beautiful, because you’re nice and because you 
have such a wonderful round bottom.” 


May 26 ‘The day’s agenda: preparations for the EUR 
woods. The electricians, the stagehands and the property men are today’s 
principals. The production staff supervises the transportation of equipment 
and props, establishes communication between the woods and the civilized 
world, and makes sure that everything will be ready for Monday. For the 
cast, the director and his staff, including the press officer: rest. 
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